American Studies Major

Graduation Examination (Licenta), June 2010

I. Comment on the following excerpt from an American Studies interdisciplinary perspective. Supply examples in support of your comments. (up to 1.5 pages – 5 points)

“As the recent debate over “national standards” for the teaching of American history attests, the multicultural debate frequently revolves over the struggle between two narratives: America as the site for the realization of freedom and America as the site for oppression, persecution, and even genocide. These stories divide substantially along racial lines, in which “white” ethnicities tend to privilege the narrative of freedom, while “colored” ethnicities focus on narratives of oppression.” (David Biale, “The Melting Pot and Beyond”)

II. Choose one of the following topics. Comment upon it from the perspective of one of the courses indicated below. (up to 1.5 pages – 4 points) 

Representations/ cultural manifestations of American identity 

American policies and institutions: history and/or foreign relations 
American society and models of communication 
List of courses to choose from:

American Literature Survey: 19th Century
American Literature Survey: 1900-1945

American Literature Survey: 1945-present

Ethnic Literatures

Introduction to American Studies
Language and Society

Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

Native American Culture

Popular Culture

Contemporary American Poetry

American Utopias

American Life and Institutions

E.U.-U.S. Relations

U.S. History (up to 1898)
U.S. History (1898-present)
Political Doctrines

Transatlantic Relations

Visual Arts and U.S. Society
Film Studies

Barem:

Subiectul 1 (total 5 puncte): 

· informatie si argumentatie – 1,5 puncte

· trimiterea la exemple concrete – 1 punct

· raspuns punctual la subiect – 1 punct

· coerenta si corectitudinea exprimarii in limba engleza – 1,5 puncte

Subiectul 2 (total 4 puncte):

· discutarea temei alese – 1 punct

· informatie si argumentatie – 1,5  puncte

· coerenta si corectitudinea exprimarii in limba engleza – 1,5 puncte

1 punct din oficiu
