GRADUATION EXAM

English minor – June 2010

1. Translate into Romanian:  

She had seen by the papers that his army was being discharged, and from day to day other soldiers slowly percolated in blue streams back into the state and county, but still her hero did not return. Each week she had told the children that he was coming, and she had watched the road so long that it had become unconscious; and as she stood at the well, or by the kitchen door, her eyes were fixed unthinkingly on the road that wound down the hill. Nothing wears on the human soul like waiting. If the mariner could once give up hope of a ship, that horrible grinding on his brain would cease. It was this waiting, hoping, on the edge of despair, that gave Emma Smith no rest. [9 + 1 points]

2.  Translate into English:

Orice s-ar fi întâmplat, cât de grav, Costel trebuia să meargă regulat la birou şi se dusese chiar de-a doua zi după dispariţia Ninei. Îşi amintise de scrisoarea trimisă părinţilor. Mai bine nu se grăbea; acolo, la Brăila, ei trebuie să fi fost supăraţi şi aici Nina îl părăsise, aşa că nici măcar nu mai era motiv să fie certat cu părinţii. Spera totuşi că Nina se va întoarce. Se înapoia acasă cu speranţa că o va găsi şi cu teamă ca nu cumva să nu o mai găsească nici pe Ana. Dar Ana era acasă, masa era gata ca de obicei. Ana şi el vorbeau puţin, cu aceeaşi teamă de a atinge subiectul primejdios. El nu mai dorea să afle nimic despre Nina, visa s-o găsească într-o zi întoarsă acasă. [9 + 1 points]

3. Grammar and exercises [ 9+ 1 points ] 

I. Explain the difference in meaning between the sentences in the pairs below (3p.)

1. a) He recovered so quickly that he didn't need to see a doctor.

    b) He recovered so quickly that he needn't have seen a doctor.

2. a)  She tried speaking Japanese.

    b)  She tried to speak Japanese. 

3. a) No one has ever experienced such feelings.

    b) No one has never experienced such feelings. 

II. Identify the error(s) (if any) in the sentences below. Some sentences may contain more than one error. Correct them all. (6 p.)
1. A dog bitted the postman as he was passing by a fence.

2. On the chair was a white beautiful cat.

3. Everybody believed they are still in love and one journalist even asked whether would they give him an interview. 

4. The news were being widespread about the miners’ having stroked gold.

5. Somebody must have remembered him to pay the bill.

6. This cupboard is containing the new equipment. 

7. The students have never been explained the problem properly.

8. I never watched TV in the evening.

9. There was the most beautiful girl in that room. 

10. Everybody thought she has been dying her hair for years. 

4. Writing. 

Consider the following text:

It is sometimes said that the aim of the historian is to explain the past by ‘finding’, ‘identifying’, or ‘uncovering’ the ‘stories’ that lie buried in chronicles; and that the difference between ‘history’ and ‘fiction’ resides in the fact that the historian ‘finds’ his stories, whereas the fiction writer ‘invents’ his. This conception of the historian’s task, however, obscures the extent to which ‘invention’ also plays a part in the historian’s operations. The same event can serve as a different kind of element of many different historical stories, depending on the role it is assigned in a specific characterization of the set to which it belongs. The death of the king may be a beginning, an ending, or simply a transitional event in three different stories. In the chronicle, this event is simply ‘there’ as an element of a series; it does not function as a ‘story’ element.

(Hayden White, Metahistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth Century Europe.)

Discuss various modes in which  representations of reality are achieved by history and fiction. You might wish to take the text above as a starting point for your composition. 

Criterii de evaluare: 9 puncte plus 1 punct din oficiu

-alegerea unui titlu corespunzator argumentului principal: 1 p

-coerenta argumentativa: 3 p

-structurarea eseului: 2 p

-nivelul stilului academic si corectitudinea exprimarii in limba engleza: 3 p

