I. Translate into English:  (9+1 points)

Nu-mi amintesc exact, se prea poate să fi fost în primăvara lui 2000. Ştiu însă că era o zi cu o lumină blîndă de primăvară niponă şi că eu unul îmi doream să dureze la nesfîrşit. Muntele Fuji rămînea în depărtare, cu toate că mergeam spre el de mai bine de-o oră. 

· La ce te gîndeşti? m-a întrebat. 

I-aş fi putut spune adevărul, dar am zîmbit vag şi i-am spus că nu mă gîndesc la nimic special, că îmi pare bine că mergem împreună într-un loc unde-şi dorea de mult timp să ajungă. In realitate, mă gîndeam că atunci cînd o să ne întoarcem în ţară n-o să mai am niciodată ocazia să stau cu ea iar cele cîteva zile pe care le-am petrecut aici împreună trebuiau să-mi ajungă multă vreme. 
II. Translate into Romanian:  (9+1 points)
That being so, his outburst and subsequent withdrawal were not likely to cause her any serious suffering. At worst, there would be a certain amount of embarrassment at such few inevitable social encounters as might remain to be got through before she went away for good. All the same, it grieved Mor to think that he had subjected her to this unpleasant experience. Then he reflected also upon their previous tête-à-tête, and concluded that really Rain must have a very poor view of him indeed; and he was tempted to write her a note of apology. He resisted this temptation. The idea of writing to her was at once suspiciously attractive, and Mor had been made wary by his earlier experience of letter-writing. (Iris Murdoch – The Sandcastle) 
III. Exercises (9+1 points) 

1. Provide two synonyms for each of the underlined words in the text above (2.5 points)
2. Identify the errors in (some of) the sentences below. Correct them. (5 points) 
a.  Could you please remember me to ring him up at 5.oo?

b. Yes, I have read the book, but I haven’t liked it. 

c. Why didn’t you lie the table? You know we’ve got guests tonight. 

d. No, don’t buy tea.  She uses to drink coffee in the morning.

e. They can be at home, but then again they cannot.  I really don’t know. 
      f.  She told everybody that the weather is fine. And I agree with her.
      g. The analyses which they came up with was incredible. 
      h. They have never met anyone nice somewhere.
      i.  They insist that he leave at once.

      k. It surprised me them finding him there.

3. Give the past tense and the past participle of the following verbs: (1.5 points): shine, fling, flow, stink, tread. 
IV. Writing (9+ 1 points)

Starting from the text below, discuss the ways in which writing in the public space can reveal or hide personal experiences. 

N.B. Your essay should bear a title of your choice and abide by the stylistic and structural rules of an academic essay, i.e. should be written in a clear, objective and argumentative manner, and include clearly delimited parts: Introduction (argument in a nutshell, steps to be followed, key terms), Body (chain of argumentation, overt inter-paragraph transitions), Conclusion (results of argumentation). The essay should not exceed 1.5 pages.

I think people feel less anxious, less sensitive about having their work dissected in public when it’s a set exercise.* Real writing is inevitably a kind of self-exposure. Even if it’s not directly autobiographical, it reveals indirectly your fears, desires, fantasies, priorities. That’s why hostile reviews are always so wounding, so difficult to shrug off. You wonder, even if they’re wrong about your book, whether they might be right about you. 
David Lodge, Thinks...
*set exercise = exerciţiu pe o temă dată.

