American Studies B.A.

 Graduation Examination (Licenta), June 2009
I. Comment on the following excerpt from an American Studies interdisciplinary perspective. Supply examples in support of your comments. (up to 1.5 pages)
America’s profusion of tongues has made a modern Babel, but a Babel in reverse. City and countryside have teemed with all the accents of Europe and the rest of the world, yet America  has never swerved from the Anglo-Saxon course set by her founding fathers. In the course of a century and a half the United States has absorbed her millions and taught them her language more perfectly that Rome taught the Gauls and the Iberians in centuries of dominion… All of this was done without political compulsion, through the social pressure of a culturally and economically dominant language. 

(Judith Rodby,  A Polyphony of Voices: the Dialectics of Linguistic Diversity and Unity in the Twentieth-
Century United States)

II.  Comment upon one of the following topics. (up to 2 pages) 

1. Introduction to Film Studies (Ilinca Anghelescu): Discuss the main characteristics of the Golden Age of Hollywood cinema.

2.  American History (Bogdan Antoniu): The Progressive Era in the history of the USA – political and social features.
3. The U.S. Constitution (Iulian Cananau): Define "civil liberties" with reference to the U.S. Constitution and illustrate with two relevant Supreme Court decisions.

4. 19th century American Literature (Iulian Cananau): Discuss the relationship between the individual and society/community with reference to one of your readings in nineteenth-century American literature.

5. Ethnic American Literatures (Sabina Draga): Space as a projection of group history in Ethnic American Studies.

6.  20th century American Literature (Rodica Mihaila): Point out and comment upon one main feature of the American postmodernist novel. Refer your comments to one of your readings.

7. American Literature 1900-1945 (Mihai Mindra): Discuss and illustrate types of American literary Regionalism.

8. Introduction to American Studies (Ioana Luca): Recent films, literature and history have become concerned with multicultural contributions and histories of the West. Explain with reference to your readings.

9. American Utopias (Roxana Oltean):  How has the utopian imagination survived and/or surfaced in American literature/culture?

10. Introduction to American Popular Culture (Mihaela Precup): Discuss the globalization of American branding with reference to one of your readings.

11.  Introduction to American Visual Culture (Mihaela Precup): Discuss the relationship between memory, autobiography and photography with reference to one reading in your bibliography and the work of one relevant visual artist.

12. Native American Studies (Ruxandra Radulescu): Discuss the importance of land to Native American spirituality and historical evolution. Refer to creation stories and to the different attitudes held by European colonizers, on the one hand, and indigenous populations, on the other hand, with regard to land ownership rights.

13. American Life and Institutions (Octavian Roske): The Powers of the Presidency.
14. Introduction to American Cultural Anthropology (Radu Surdulescu): Modes of anthropological investigation. From Franz Boas's "cultural relativism" to Clifford Geertz's "thick description".
Barem:

Subiectul 1 (total 5 puncte): 

· informatie si argumentatie – 1,5 puncte

· trimiterea la exemple concrete – 1 punct

· raspuns punctual la subiect – 1 punct

· coerenta si corectitudinea exprimarii in limba engleza – 1.5 puncte

Subiectul 2 (total 4 puncte):

· informatie si argumentatie – 1,5  puncte

· raspuns punctual la subiect – 1 punct

· coerenta si corectitudinea exprimarii in limba engleza – 1.5 puncte
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