GRADUATION EXAM IN ENGLISH –Tentative solution
English IIIB – June session (2008)

I. Translate into English:  (9+1 points)

Bătrâna îşi ridică faţa spre cer şi simţi că s-a făcut lumină; mai demult îi plăcea răcoarea asta fragedă a dimineţii, dar acum o pătrundea toată şi ştia că pe urmă n-o să mai poată să se încălzească ziua întreagă. Îşi adusese aminte de atâtea chipuri şi de atâtea lucruri, cum se întâmplă numai in somn. Era mirată şi puţin speriată, pentru că nu izbutise să se roage. De când nu mai vedea ca să citească Biblia, îşi făcea ea singură rugăciunile din frânturi de amintiri şi din dorinţele ei pentru alţii, bineînţeles; pentru ea nu mai avea ce să ceară: poate numai un sfârşit fără prea multă durere, însă nu-i plăcea să se gândească la asta, încă. Nu se putuse ruga fiindcă, de fiecare dată când voise să înceapă, îşi adusese aminte de gineri-său şi de nebunia lui ameninţătoare şi, de furie, o apucau căldurile.

II. Translate into Romanian:  (9+1 points)

When one thinks about it, when one remembers the way Miss Kenton had repeatedly spoken to me of my father during those early days of her time at Darlington Hall, it is little wonder that the memory of that evening should have stayed with her all of these years. No doubt, she was feeling a certain sense of guilt as the two of us watched from our window my father’s figure down below. My father could be seen standing by the four stone steps, deep in thought. A breeze was slightly disturbing his hair. Then, as we watched, he walked very slowly up the steps. At the top, he turned and came back down, a little faster.  Turning once more, my father became still again for several seconds, contemplating the steps before him. Eventually, he climbed them a second time, very deliberately. 

III. Grammar and exercises: (9+1 points)
a) Provide the main forms of the following irregular verbs (-ing form included): cast, lay, strive, tear, strike, send (1, 5 points)

b) Write out the sentences, using the most logical tense or form of the verbs in brackets: (3 points)

a. By the time I (complete) my studies next month, I (live) in London for nearly a year. I do not think I (stay) any longer after that.

b. It’s a great pity you not (come) to Brighton with us last Saturday. As you never (see) the sea before, it (be) a new experience for you.

c) Rewrite the following sentences into indirect speech: (1,5 points)

a. Where are you going to be tomorrow?

b. There has been a fire in the building, I’m afraid.

c. Shall I post this letter for you?

d) Put ‘a’, ‘an’ or ‘the’ only where necessary:(3 points)

a. … place with…lowest attitude in relation to …level of…sea is in …Holland.

b. This forest, which is …home of …rare species of …plants and wildlife, is under…threat by …developers.

IV. Writing: Comment on the portrayal of student habits of academic work in the fragment below: (9+1 points)
N.B. Your essay should bear a title of your choice and abide by the stylistic and structural rules of an academic essay, i.e. should be written in a clear, objective and argumentative manner, and include clearly delimited parts: Introduction (argument in a nutshell, steps to be followed, key terms), Body (chain of argumentation, overt inter-paragraph transitions), Conclusion (results of argumentation). The essay should not exceed 1.5 pages.

Of students’ papers: “I am generally very benevolent [said Shade]. But there are certain trifles I do not forgive.” Kinbote: “For instance?” “Not having read the required book. Having read it like an idiot. Looking in it for symbols; example: ‘The author uses the striking image green leaves because green is the symbol of happiness and frustration.’ I am also in the habit of lowering a student’s mark catastrophically if he uses ‘simple’ and ‘sincere’ in a commendatory sense; examples: ‘Shelley’s style is always very simple and good’; or ‘Yeats is always sincere.’”

(Vladimir Nabokov, Pale Fire)

