GRADUATION EXAM IN ENGLISH

                      

English V, ID– June session (2008)
I. Translate into English:  (9+1 points)

Când am intrat în sufragerie, cina era de mult răcită şi camera părea ciudat de singură, ca şi cum plecarea nevestei mele s-ar fi făcut atât de hotărât, încât i s-ar fi şters orice urmă, chiar şi întregul şir al prezenţelor anterioare. Scaunul ei era aşezat cu grijă la loc, îi dispăruse tacâmul, iar farfuria mea părea jalnic de izolată pe faţa de masă mare şi, ca întotdeauna, foarte albă. Până  şi în camera asta se întâmplase ceva, se produsese o schimbare faţă de obişnuit, care nu mi-o făcea străină, asta n-ar fi fost chiar aşa de rău, ci, din contra, parcă ţinea să-mi imite stările de spirit prezente.

When I entered the living room, the dinner had long been cold and the room seemed oddly forlorn, as if my wife’s departure had been so determined that any trace of it was now gone, even the long succession of past visits. Her chair was carefully returned in its place, her knife and fork were gone and my plate seemed pathetically isolated on the large and,as always, blindingly white tablecloth. Even this room held traces that something had happened here, a breach in the ordinary routine, and this did not make it strange to me, it wasn’t that bad. On the contrary, it somehow tried to echo my present state of mind. 

II. Translate into Romanian:  (9+1 points)

As the callers entered the parlor, where the family ate, Arnold sat down in a rocking chair. Even as he had been undecided before supper whether to remain outside or take his place at the table, he now thought that he should go upstairs, and yet he stayed to avoid being conspicuous by his absence. If he stayed, he thought, as he always stayed and listened when visitors came, they would see that he was only Arnold and not the person the sheriff thought he was. He sat with his arms crossed and his hands tucked into his armpits.
După ce musafirii au intrat în salon, unde familia lua masa, Arnold s-a aşezat într-un şezlong. Deşi înainte de cină nu putuse să se decidă dacă să rămână afară sau să ia şi el loc la masă, acum se gândea că poate ar trebui să se ducă sus şi totuşi rămânea acolo, ca să nu fie observată lipsa lui. Dacă rămânea acolo, se gândea el, ca întotdeauna când aveau musafiri şi el stătea şi asculta ce se vorbeşte, aveau să îşi dea şi ei seama că era doar Arnold şi nu persoana care credea şeriful că ar fi / că este. Şedea cu braţele încrucişate şi mâinile ascunse la subţioară.

III. Grammar and exercises: (9+1 points)
a) Provide the main forms of the following irregular verbs (-ing form included): cost, lie, seek, bear, fly, fight (1, 5 points) 

Cost-cost-cost-costing; lie-lay-lain-lying; seek-sought-sought-seeking; bear-bore-borne-bearing; fly-flew-flown-flying; fight-fought-fought-fighting.

b) Write out the sentences, using the most logical tense or form of the verbs in brackets: (3 points)

a. You know I hate to disappoint you, but much as I would like to go out this evening, I have to finish decorating this room.

b. Thomas has been going to France since he was a child. He has been staying with the same family every year.

c) Rewrite the following sentences into indirect speech: (1,5 points)

a. You must never go there again. / He told her to never go there again./ He forbade her to go there again.

b. May I leave the room, father? /He asked his father’s permission to leave the room.

c.    What movie did you see yesterday?/ He asked her what movie she had seen the day before.

d) Put ‘a’, ‘an’ or ‘the’ only where necessary:(3 points)

a. One hundred years ago,  gold was discovered here and ever since  men have been arriving to try their  luck.

b. Do you like romantic comedies? My sister loves them for she says that the men in these movies are always courteous, not as  men usually are.

c. Can you place the tray on the table and pour the tea, my dear?

IV. Writing: (9+1 points)

Write an essay on the following topic: Students should read only electronic books, since we live in a highly technologized age. (Your essay should not exceed one page.)

