GRADUATION EXAM IN ENGLISH

English IVB – June session (2008)

I. Translate into English:  (9+1 points)

- Ştii ce, spune la un moment dat femeia, am să-ţi dau numele şi adresa mea. Am să ţin minte numele şi adresa ta. Nu ştiu cât mai putem sta de vorbă. Într-un ceas ori într-o zi, într-o săptămână, voi fi trimisă în altă parte. Nu hotărâm că trebuie să te caut ori să mă cauţi. Acum, de exemplu, nu-mi dau seama dacă aş vrea să te întânesc. Peste zece ani, poate douăzeci, voi gândi altfel. Timpul ne arată că lucrurile au altă importanţă decât aceea pe care le-o atribuim la un moment dat.

Bărbatul spune un nume şi o adresă. Femeia spune cum o cheamă şi unde locuieşte, ori, mai bine zis, unde locuia înainte de a fi arestată. Numele şi adresele sunt reale şi acesta e amănuntul cel mai ciudat din istoria lor. În discuţia pe care au purtat-o, vreme de aproape o săptămână, numele şi adresele au fost singurul adevăr.

II. Translate into Romanian:  (9+1 points)

I had rarely had reason to enter my father’s room prior to this occasion and I was newly struck by the smallness of it. Indeed, I recall my impression at the time was of having stepped into a prison cell, but then this might have had as much to do with the pale early light as with the size of the room and the bareness of its walls. For my father had opened his curtains and was sitting, shaved and in full uniform, on the edge of his bed from where evidently he had been watching the sky turn to dawn. I noticed the effect of the pale light coming into the room and the way it lit up the edges of my father’s lined, still awesome features.

‘Ah,’ I said, and gave a short laugh, ‘I might have known Father would be up and ready for the day.’ 

III. Grammar and exercises: (9+1 points)
a) Provide the main forms of the following irregular verbs (-ing form included): cost, lie, seek, bear, fly, fight (1, 5 points)

b) Write out the sentences, using the most logical tense or form of the verbs in brackets: (3 points)

a. You know I hate (disappoint) you, but much as I would like (go) out this evening, I have to finish (decorate) this room.

b. Thomas (go) to France since he (be) a child. He (stay) with the same family every year.

c) Rewrite the following sentences into indirect speech: (1,5 points)

a. You must never go there again.

b. May I leave the room, father?

c.    What movie did you see yesterday?

d) Put ‘a’, ‘an’ or ‘the’ only where necessary:(3 points)

a. One hundred years ago, …gold was discovered here and ever since … men have been arriving to try their luck. They use … mules to carry … gear they bring along.

b. Do you like… romantic comedies? My sister loves them for she says that …men in these movies are always courteous, not as … men usually are.

c. Can you place … tray on …table and pour … tea, my dear?

IV. Writing: Comment on the paradoxes of the artistic character formulated in the fragment below: (9+1 points)

N.B. Your essay should bear a title of your choice and abide by the stylistic and structural rules of an academic essay, i.e. should be written in a clear, objective and argumentative manner, and include clearly delimited parts: Introduction (argument in a nutshell, steps to be followed, key terms), Body (chain of argumentation, overt inter-paragraph transitions), Conclusion (results of argumentation). The essay should not exceed 1.5 pages.

Good artists exist simply in what they make, and consequently are perfectly uninteresting in what they are. A great poet, a really great poet, is the most unpoetical of all creatures. But inferior poets are absolutely fascinating. The worse their rhymes are, the more picturesque they look. The mere fact of having published a book of second-rate sonnets makes a man quite irresistible. He lives the poetry that he cannot write. The others write the poetry that they dare not realise.   (Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray) 

