EXAMEN DE LICENTA B – 2009

Sesiunea februarie 2009

I. Grammar

1. Put the verbs in brackets in the appropriate tense (0.5pX10=5p.)

I simply couldn’t help (burst) into a fit of rage earlier. I wish I (fling-NEGATIVE) that Ming vase at the window. If I (refrain) from such a despicable gesture, the window wouldn’t have broken and the bird (fly-NEGATIVE) away. I must remember (buy) another valuable vase to replace the Ming, which, I’m sure, (cost) a small fortune. Now that you (catch) me red-handed, I would rather you (tell) some harsh words and you (cast-NEGATIVE) me such reproachful glances while you (lay) the table speechlessly.

2. Rewrite each sentence using a modal verb (1pX5=5p)

1. I’m sure  Marion did not steal the book, she was not in the library at that time. 

2. Jim keeps providing orphans with food. 

3. Sylvia brought her umbrella, although that wasn’t necessary. 

4. Lying was not typical of Helen in order to save her face. 

5. Patients are advised not to overeat.

II.Translate into English:

Aşa, la trei ani şi jumătate, M ştia pe dinafară Just-so Stories ale lui Kipling - îl liniştea s-o asculte pe maică-sa citindu-i-le şi recitindu-i-le - şi, spre mândria noastră greşit înteleasă, le putea reproduce la cerere, aproape cuvânt cu cuvânt, deşi nu întelesese din ele, cum ştim acum, nimic, sau aproape nimic. Pe de altă parte, folosirea comunicativă a limbajului verbal se reducea în cazul lui la contextele cele mai comune şi recurente ale vieţii de familie, în care el se putea face înţeles cu uşurinţă, chiar şi fără să aibă nevoie să-şi completeze frazele, şi mai ales fără să aibă nevoie să ‘citească’ semne neverbale şi să ghicească din gesturi şi priviri ca să poată intui mai bine sensurile noi ale unor cuvinte (noi sau vechi) în combinaţii neaşteptate; totul era previzibil, ciclic, ‘pre-digerat’ lingvistic.
 (M. Călinescu - Portretul lui M)

III. Translate into Romanian:

It was clear that she had assumed her maternal role in the same temporary spirit, for there was no evidence of a child’s games or pastimes, although the room was untidy enough to accommodate both. But Mrs Beamish’s mythological status would give her a careless attitude towards children; nymphs are not known for their maternal feelings, although they lend themselves, for brief periods, to the business of nurture. The absent husband, who must certainly, Blanche thought, be in prison, had clearly not married this girl out of a desire to provide a second mother for the child, although he may vaguely have wished that it might be so. Yet whatever her disappointments, she had an air of passing lightly through life, of passing on, and leaving little trace. 



(Anita Brookner – A Misalliance)

IV. Consider the implications of memory and self-introspection in contemporary times. Write an essay (not in excess of 500 words) on this topic and give it a title which best reflects your argument. You may wish to structure your composition in response to the text below.

I looked out old photographs. A discovery! I have very few of me…Yet not only have I seldom been photographed, but when I came on a photo of me at probably twenty-three or four, I was amazed. A really quite extraordinarily pretty girl. It was the freshness and vitality I had. This lovely thing is standing by a flowering bush, though I can’t remember where, smiling quizzically at the camera. She wears a charming little flowered dress (I remember the dress!). Yet I never say to myself, as I know women of my age and old women do, ‘How beautiful I was,’ as I put out pictures of a younger self (the real one) on a shelf or table. 

…I stood in front of my mirror, with the little photograph in my hand, and looked from one image to the other. If that girl had been asked to glance into the future, to see that woman there, what would she have said? I don’t know. I can remember only that she was full of confidence and enjoyment.  (From Doris Lessing, The Diaries of Jane Sommers)
Assessment: 9 + 1 points; -an adequate title: 1 p; -argumentative coherence: 3 p; -structure: 3 p; -expression: 2 p
