Examination Topics: 4th Year, American Studies  (Licenta)

June 16, 2008 

I. Comment on the following quotation from an American Studies interdisciplinary perspective. Supply examples in support of your comments.


“I have always believed that there was some divine plan that placed this great continent between two oceans to be sought out by those who were possessed of an abiding love of freedom and a special kind of courage.” (Ronald Reagan)

II. Elaborate on one of the following topics:

1. Identify and illustrate one gap between reality and dream with reference to California’s culture. (Allister) 

2. Discuss the context that led to the adoption of the Production Code and the circumstances that brought about its abolishment. (Anghelescu, Introduction to Film Studies)
3. Explain why the Sixties were called “the explosive decade” and illustrate your comments with two examples. (Antoniu)

4.   Discuss two examples of the way history is treated in American poetry. (Bakken)

5. Comment on the overlap between gender and race as assumed forms of marginality with two examples of your own from works by 20th century African American writers. (Draga, Introduction to African American Studies). 

6. Define the interaction between tradition and emancipation in contemporary diasporic cultures in the United States and illustrate with examples of your own from two works by two relevant authors.  (Draga, Ethnic American Literatures). 

7. Define leveling in relation to the development of American English and comment on the factors that influenced this process. (Dragan, Language and Society) 

8. Discuss features of ethnic identity with reference to your readings. (Luca, US Cultures in the Era of Transnationalism). 

9.  Recent films, literature and history have become concerned with multicultural contributions and histories of the West. Explain with reference to your readings. (Luca, Introduction to American Studies) 

10.  Discuss the self-reflexivity of postmodernist American fiction. Illustrate with reference to two literary works. (Mihaila)

11. Define and illustrate two major types of American literary Regionalism. (Mindra, Sentimental Fiction) 

12. "What is character but the determination of incident? What is incident but the illustration of character?" (Henry James). Discuss and illustrate modes of character portrayal in 19th century American literature with reference to 
a text of your choice. (Pana, 19th Century American Literature). 

13. Indian humor as a weapon of resistance and survival: discuss with reference to two Native authors (writers and/or critics). (Radulescu, Native American Studies). 

14. The Civil Rights Movement. Discuss and illustrate with reference to education. (Roske, American Political Thought) 

15. Legends and folktales specific to American cultures. You may want to refer to the following issues: People's tendency to explain the unknowable by constructing a supernatural world;  culture-specific features; myths, legends, folktales: their structures, dynamics and inter-relationships; the controversial notion of "American myths"; legendary figures in American cultural history. (Surdulescu, Introduction to American Cultural Anthropology)

 

Barem: Subiectul 1: 5 puncte, Subiectul 2: 4 puncte, 1 punct din oficiu

