SHORT PRESENTATION OF BCSC


The BCSC is a unit within the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures of the University of Bucharest (UB). It was set up within the UB by the British Council (BC) and is now independent of the BC.


It offers an MA program in British Cultural Studies for graduates of humanities from Romania and abroad. It is also provided with a library in the field including over 3,000 volumes available to members of the University and other persons with an interest in British Cultural Studies, and, more widely, cultural identity.

The BCSC came into being in 1994 as part of the Institute of British Studies (founded 1993, Director Prof. Adrian Nicolescu) and the British Council English Teaching programme. It was initially run by a Director of Studies appointed by the BC (Dr. Eve Patten, currently Trinity College, Dublin). In 1996-97, the direction of the centre was shared by Dr. Nigel Townson of the BC and Dr. Mihaela Irimia of the UB. Since 1998 the centre has functioned under the aegis of the Institute of British Studies of the UB (Director Prof. Adrian Nicolescu), with Prof. Mihaela Irimia as sole Director of Studies.


In 1993, the newly founded Institute of British Studies was visited by Dr. Sabina Sharkey and Dr. Piotr Kuwceak, BCS specialist from the University of Warwick, who helped with the outline of the curriculum.


In the first semester of the academic year 1994-95, a number of the colleagues now teaching at the centre attended a ten-week British Cultural Studies course at the University of Warwick sponsored by the BC. This included courses taught by Prof. Susan Bassnett, Prof. Jim Bulpitt, Dr. Sabina Sharkey and Dr. John Stoke. This laid the foundations of a brand new unit in the UB. The BCSC then offered a package of courses modelled on the British example.


The BCSC is now offering quite a variety of new courses (e.g. History of Ideas, Cultural Anthropology, Mentalities, Britishness in Arts, Visual Culture and Globalisation, Postcolonial Inscribings, A History of British Moral Thought, Critical Discourse Analysis). In the years since its foundation, the centre has gradually won autonomy from the initial model and its members have gained confidence in bringing Romanian intellectual perspectives to bear on the issues under scrutiny.


Although the core teaching staff comes from the English Department, the MA programme has always promoted an interdisciplinary approach and a number of modules have been taught by members of other departments and faculties (Philosophy, Political Science, History, Sociology, Journalism). Most of the teaching staff are Romanian, but every year at least one British colleague has been involved (e.g. Dr. Eve Patten, from Northern Ireland; Dr. Nigel Townson, from England; Mr. Andrew King, from Wales; Mr. James Brown, from Scotland). In 1994, the Centre had a writer in residence, Hugo Hamilton, from the Republic of Ireland.

Besides its teaching activities the Centre hosts fortnightly talks given by outside lecturers on a number of topics related to British identity and Cultural Studies. Since 1999 a critical discussion group has been meeting on a monthly basis to debate matters pertaining to national/ cultural identity. 

