Practice of Essay Writing: A Guide for Students of English
Course coordinator: Dr. Daniela Brown
Year of study: 1st year students of English major and minor ( both semesters)
                              2nd year students of English major and minor (1st semester)
Note: Essay writing is part of the English Language Practice seminars (Texte) with teachers and students dedicating a quarter of these to it each semester.
Course Description:

This is a written course whose purpose is to help students write academic essays, that is, to read critically and with purpose, collect relevant information and apply it to a given topic, analyse, argue and interpret gathered evidence, connect theory to particular examples, be original and organise the material in a clear and logical structure (Hennessy ).
The material is organised in 21 Units , 7 units/ term:
Term I, 1st year:

Units 1-2 deal with the definition of an essay, types and purpose of essays, ways of referring to sources and how to avoid plagiarism

Units 3-4 present a list of academic vocabulary, and introduce argumentation and fallacies
Units 5-6 outline the structure of an essay

Unit 7 revises observations and provides additional exercises

Term II, 1st year:

Units 8-9 propose a strategy of research work based on gathering information and interpreting the evidence in a table

Unit 10 deals with mind-mapping and the ghost of a plan (1st draft)
Units 11-12 deal with drawing the second and third draft plans of an essay

Units 13-14 revise observations and are dedicated to writing the essay
Term I, 2nd year:

Units 15-16 cover economy of words and ideas—writing with style 
Units 17-18 deal with grammar, punctuation and courteous language

Unit 19 is devoted to written exam essays and the oral presentation of an essay (a/ Timing,                                b/ Printed handouts, c/ Visual aids, d/ Rhetorical strategies)
Units 20-21 revise observations and provide final exercises

A set of materials prepared for the course is provided by the course coordinator. In addition, the following may be found useful:
· Bailey, Stephen. Academic Writing: A Practical Guide for Students. London: RoutledgeFalmer, 2004
· Björk, Lennart et al., eds. Teaching Academic Writing In European Higher Education. Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2003
· Fairbairn, Gavin J and Christopher Winch. Reading, Writing and Reasoning: A Guide for Students. 2nd ed. Buckingham: Open University Press, 1996

· Hennesey, Brendan. Writing an Essay: Simple Techniques to Transform your Coursework and Examinations. Oxford: Howtobooks, 2004 
· Jordan, R. R. Academic Writing Course. London: Harper Collins Publisher, 1990

· Kane, Thomas S. The New Oxford Guide to Writing. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994

· Levin, Peter. Write Great Essays!: Reading and Essay Writing for Undergraduates and Taught Postgraduates. Maidenhead: Oxford University Press, 2004 

· Lester, James D. Writing Research Paper. A Complete Guide. 9th ed. New York: Longman, 1999 

· Mounsey, Chris. Essays and Dissertations. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002

· Polytechnic of North London. Study Guides: Suggestions for Teaching Essay Writing. London: P. N. L., 1992

· Redman, Peter. Good Essay Writing. London: Sage publications, 2001

· Smith, Pauline. Writing an Assignment: Effective Ways to Improve Your Research and Presentation Skills. Oxford: How to Books Ltd., 2002 

· Soles, Derek. The Academic Essay: How to Plan, Draft, Write and Revise. Bishops Lydeared: Studymates, 2005
· Stott, Rebecca, et al. Making Your Case: A Practical Guide to Essay Writing. Harlow: Longman, 2001

· Swan, Michael. Practical English Usage. 2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995

· Truss, Lynne. Eats, Shoots & Leaves: the Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation. London: profile Books, 2003

· Walliman. Nicholas. Your Undergraduate Dissertations: The Essential Guide for Success. London: Sage Publications, 2004 

· Wyse, Dominic. The Good Writing Guide for Education Students. London: Sage Publications, 2006

· http://www. mantex.co.uk   (key in “writing guides” in the search panel)

· http:// www. open. ac. uk/learners-guide 

· http:// www. nizor.org/featurers/fallacies/index.html  
· http:// www. fallacyfiles.org/adhomine.html

http//:changing minds.org/disciplines/argument/making_argument/toulmin.htm

· http://www. twainquotes.com



















































